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felt, had something to offer, surrounded as he was by a
clamour of empty voices trying to still the impatience
of the peoples. " Attendez ! " cried Politis from the
tribune, and Stresemann's lips twitched bitterly as he
listened. "I cannot/' he said in his turn, "be
satisfied with the word that in an outburst of pessi-
mism the Greek Representative let fall at the close of
his speech; and I do not think it sufficiently amplified
by Count Apponyi's exhortation to us to ' hope/ "
Briand then mounted the tribune, and he was perhaps
thinking of a special instance of impatience when he
observed that even though exaggerated hopes had not
been fulfilled it must not be thought nothing had
happened. He spoke of his confidence in Stresemann,
and added : " Others, however, may come after Herr
Stresemann, borne upon the changing flood of German
politics, who perhaps may not share his views. . . ."

The German Delegation exchanged glances of
astonishment. Stresemann's position seemed more
secure than ever; his policy, in spite of the disappoint-
ment over Thoiry, was backed by the majority of the
German nation.

When Stresemann returned to Berlin, he was
occupied for a while with the business of the Foreign
Office, The appointment to the embassy at Washing-
ton proved a test of his independence. The most
influential forces were set in motion to press the claims
of various candidates and much rivalry ensued. While
diplomats with undeniable claims, politicians with the
support of powerful friends, made interest for the
Washington post, Stresemann, not without satis-
faction, flouted the elderly hierarchy by appointing a
young councillor of embassy. It was not the first